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JOANIE'S TWO FUNERALS
Of all the send-offs I've attended, nothing compares to my mom's

by El ise Seyfr ied | Saturday, January 20, 2018

At 61, I find myself going to more funerals—and critiquing them, with an eye to copying favorite
elements to use in my own someday. I've been to memorial services with military honors, with
bagpipes, in grand cathedrals and small funeral homes. Of all the send-offs I've attended to

| SHARE

Turn Meditation Into a Habit
Go Beyond Meditation Through Conversations With Scholars On Science And The
Nature Of Mind Waking Up

OPEN

Our Privacy/Cookie Policy contains detailed information about the types of cookies &
related technology on our site, and some ways to opt out. By using the site, you agree
to the uses of cookies and other technology as outlined in our Policy, and to our Terms
of Use.

Close

https://purpleclover.littlethings.com/relationships
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CRm0pMiHCYMXCO_aIhwe7_6agAoDT0OZiwcn26t0NtpAfEAEg9vKrEGDJrqWM0KTkD6ABzam7vwLIAQHgAgCoAwHIAwqqBLYCT9B9tR_wUKpdcEyNweyvAqoB5Lb_hMRUf6feRQZfxtwulzC3CYIDV1CowpnNz1gna8X_VLv5Br5TPbqQj90uH0FGiyANeN4-ZRWOuAHKCsr0YwxAU_yYVWHjb-Fct5syunm5uslvuTkN1FfCrx0ygE0lPSU2x0dceIwxdCP7qSSyHYcKrrKtzJPsCYR1C1snm0dLnXRLu3shL8EODA7XIgIfiyT8excvg6kdarO18OAERKAtevPaC1ZvTBO6HEB3Zc7tNbZvlkIoY4VeNGO7UuLGm6R_97Zds3rrBjGlaSQDt6lJn3KkEKbKC2m88oJB1auNIE_3ehqqw5pkcBO6igyj7ptGy8yg46cMUW8QkYFjerYbmhsBB-1W_QaCdwXIkbvrf0hUX9_AZY8hZVgHqzUoKINTLsAEjry25c8D4AQBgAe9pMLAAagHipyxAqgH1ckbqAfw2RuoB_LZG6gHjs4bqAeT2BuoB7oGqAfulrECqAemvhuoB-zVG6gH89EbqAfs1RuoB5bYG9gHAdIIBwiAYRABGB2xCadPZfTFluq4gAoDmAsByAsBuAwB2BMDiBQD0BUBmBYBgBcB&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASEuRo7mGVZEZepNMu_DpmuTV0Eg&sig=AOD64_2JG3KUQe-6kqT3VcXC-lilBbJm8g&client=ca-pub-8515166410106512&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&nb=0&adurl=https://wakingup.com/meditation_app_v1/%3Futm_source%3Dgoogle-ads%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26utm_campaign%3DDisplay%26utm_content%3DDYNAMIC%26utm_term%3D%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIxaPQ-KKN8QIVdsThCh27vwkkEAEYASAAEgJROfD_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CRm0pMiHCYMXCO_aIhwe7_6agAoDT0OZiwcn26t0NtpAfEAEg9vKrEGDJrqWM0KTkD6ABzam7vwLIAQHgAgCoAwHIAwqqBLYCT9B9tR_wUKpdcEyNweyvAqoB5Lb_hMRUf6feRQZfxtwulzC3CYIDV1CowpnNz1gna8X_VLv5Br5TPbqQj90uH0FGiyANeN4-ZRWOuAHKCsr0YwxAU_yYVWHjb-Fct5syunm5uslvuTkN1FfCrx0ygE0lPSU2x0dceIwxdCP7qSSyHYcKrrKtzJPsCYR1C1snm0dLnXRLu3shL8EODA7XIgIfiyT8excvg6kdarO18OAERKAtevPaC1ZvTBO6HEB3Zc7tNbZvlkIoY4VeNGO7UuLGm6R_97Zds3rrBjGlaSQDt6lJn3KkEKbKC2m88oJB1auNIE_3ehqqw5pkcBO6igyj7ptGy8yg46cMUW8QkYFjerYbmhsBB-1W_QaCdwXIkbvrf0hUX9_AZY8hZVgHqzUoKINTLsAEjry25c8D4AQBgAe9pMLAAagHipyxAqgH1ckbqAfw2RuoB_LZG6gHjs4bqAeT2BuoB7oGqAfulrECqAemvhuoB-zVG6gH89EbqAfs1RuoB5bYG9gHAdIIBwiAYRABGB2xCadPZfTFluq4gAoDmAsByAsBuAwB2BMDiBQD0BUBmBYBgBcB&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASEuRo7mGVZEZepNMu_DpmuTV0Eg&sig=AOD64_2JG3KUQe-6kqT3VcXC-lilBbJm8g&client=ca-pub-8515166410106512&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&nb=7&adurl=https://wakingup.com/meditation_app_v1/%3Futm_source%3Dgoogle-ads%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26utm_campaign%3DDisplay%26utm_content%3DDYNAMIC%26utm_term%3D%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIxaPQ-KKN8QIVdsThCh27vwkkEAEYASAAEgJROfD_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CRm0pMiHCYMXCO_aIhwe7_6agAoDT0OZiwcn26t0NtpAfEAEg9vKrEGDJrqWM0KTkD6ABzam7vwLIAQHgAgCoAwHIAwqqBLYCT9B9tR_wUKpdcEyNweyvAqoB5Lb_hMRUf6feRQZfxtwulzC3CYIDV1CowpnNz1gna8X_VLv5Br5TPbqQj90uH0FGiyANeN4-ZRWOuAHKCsr0YwxAU_yYVWHjb-Fct5syunm5uslvuTkN1FfCrx0ygE0lPSU2x0dceIwxdCP7qSSyHYcKrrKtzJPsCYR1C1snm0dLnXRLu3shL8EODA7XIgIfiyT8excvg6kdarO18OAERKAtevPaC1ZvTBO6HEB3Zc7tNbZvlkIoY4VeNGO7UuLGm6R_97Zds3rrBjGlaSQDt6lJn3KkEKbKC2m88oJB1auNIE_3ehqqw5pkcBO6igyj7ptGy8yg46cMUW8QkYFjerYbmhsBB-1W_QaCdwXIkbvrf0hUX9_AZY8hZVgHqzUoKINTLsAEjry25c8D4AQBgAe9pMLAAagHipyxAqgH1ckbqAfw2RuoB_LZG6gHjs4bqAeT2BuoB7oGqAfulrECqAemvhuoB-zVG6gH89EbqAfs1RuoB5bYG9gHAdIIBwiAYRABGB2xCadPZfTFluq4gAoDmAsByAsBuAwB2BMDiBQD0BUBmBYBgBcB&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASEuRo7mGVZEZepNMu_DpmuTV0Eg&sig=AOD64_2JG3KUQe-6kqT3VcXC-lilBbJm8g&client=ca-pub-8515166410106512&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&nb=1&adurl=https://wakingup.com/meditation_app_v1/%3Futm_source%3Dgoogle-ads%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26utm_campaign%3DDisplay%26utm_content%3DDYNAMIC%26utm_term%3D%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIxaPQ-KKN8QIVdsThCh27vwkkEAEYASAAEgJROfD_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CRm0pMiHCYMXCO_aIhwe7_6agAoDT0OZiwcn26t0NtpAfEAEg9vKrEGDJrqWM0KTkD6ABzam7vwLIAQHgAgCoAwHIAwqqBLYCT9B9tR_wUKpdcEyNweyvAqoB5Lb_hMRUf6feRQZfxtwulzC3CYIDV1CowpnNz1gna8X_VLv5Br5TPbqQj90uH0FGiyANeN4-ZRWOuAHKCsr0YwxAU_yYVWHjb-Fct5syunm5uslvuTkN1FfCrx0ygE0lPSU2x0dceIwxdCP7qSSyHYcKrrKtzJPsCYR1C1snm0dLnXRLu3shL8EODA7XIgIfiyT8excvg6kdarO18OAERKAtevPaC1ZvTBO6HEB3Zc7tNbZvlkIoY4VeNGO7UuLGm6R_97Zds3rrBjGlaSQDt6lJn3KkEKbKC2m88oJB1auNIE_3ehqqw5pkcBO6igyj7ptGy8yg46cMUW8QkYFjerYbmhsBB-1W_QaCdwXIkbvrf0hUX9_AZY8hZVgHqzUoKINTLsAEjry25c8D4AQBgAe9pMLAAagHipyxAqgH1ckbqAfw2RuoB_LZG6gHjs4bqAeT2BuoB7oGqAfulrECqAemvhuoB-zVG6gH89EbqAfs1RuoB5bYG9gHAdIIBwiAYRABGB2xCadPZfTFluq4gAoDmAsByAsBuAwB2BMDiBQD0BUBmBYBgBcB&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASEuRo7mGVZEZepNMu_DpmuTV0Eg&sig=AOD64_2JG3KUQe-6kqT3VcXC-lilBbJm8g&client=ca-pub-8515166410106512&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&nb=8&adurl=https://wakingup.com/meditation_app_v1/%3Futm_source%3Dgoogle-ads%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26utm_campaign%3DDisplay%26utm_content%3DDYNAMIC%26utm_term%3D%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIxaPQ-KKN8QIVdsThCh27vwkkEAEYASAAEgJROfD_BwE
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?reasons=AB3afGEAAAV0W1tbW251bGwsWzJdLG51bGwsbnVsbCxudWxsLG51bGwsbnVsbCxudWxsLG51bGwsMV0sW251bGwsImh0dHBzOi8vZ29vZ2xlYWRzLmcuZG91YmxlY2xpY2submV0L3BhZ2VhZC9pbnRlcmFjdGlvbi8__VxYtUwtuffQx0xdknagF2hKgCZ9igJKk0GZA97f9AwgPYrvJmzQbxviwSeD_oapDYrYK8NBvv9TpZnwpuno3D7smfhhHXPoen7eJuyW06iN0QaB0VUQpPBTK5x71k_9mpR2IAPkeNzrgMcjmuIQJwQKWOVAAcOLK2Q9Ame8HTQj4BXNIoy1UFUBk4qafAdc0-MI9WmYdTHG5tjXxqXINvlQwRyjluDtPPvWaISoj1gEM6OzqFmgKI441gzAlRhGeQhy6uEtpOunAA3bcKbuvCEmQw9mZYehhlU8TCaSqRgQ4ypzTYg3N-hWsxGFHSG3Lrc,kewym-K820SMmAMvaWRgpQ&source=display
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?reasons=AB3afGEAAAV0W1tbW251bGwsWzJdLG51bGwsbnVsbCxudWxsLG51bGwsbnVsbCxudWxsLG51bGwsMV0sW251bGwsImh0dHBzOi8vZ29vZ2xlYWRzLmcuZG91YmxlY2xpY2submV0L3BhZ2VhZC9pbnRlcmFjdGlvbi8__VxYtUwtuffQx0xdknagF2hKgCZ9igJKk0GZA97f9AwgPYrvJmzQbxviwSeD_oapDYrYK8NBvv9TpZnwpuno3D7smfhhHXPoen7eJuyW06iN0QaB0VUQpPBTK5x71k_9mpR2IAPkeNzrgMcjmuIQJwQKWOVAAcOLK2Q9Ame8HTQj4BXNIoy1UFUBk4qafAdc0-MI9WmYdTHG5tjXxqXINvlQwRyjluDtPPvWaISoj1gEM6OzqFmgKI441gzAlRhGeQhy6uEtpOunAA3bcKbuvCEmQw9mZYehhlU8TCaSqRgQ4ypzTYg3N-hWsxGFHSG3Lrc,kewym-K820SMmAMvaWRgpQ&source=display
https://purpleclover.littlethings.com/
https://wildskymedia.com/privacy-policy/
https://wildskymedia.com/terms-of-service/


6/10/2021 My Mom Had Two Funerals | Purple Clover

https://purpleclover.littlethings.com/relationships/8282-joanies-two-funerals/ 2/12

date, however, nothing compares to my mom's. My mom Joanie would never be confused with a
celebrity or a head of state. She lived 80 years out of the limelight entirely. But when she died,
she got two complete, and completely different, funerals.

Silly us! We thought one memorial service was quite enough; her brothers, my uncles, had other
plans. You see, they were Catholics with a capital C and we—well, we had, as the saying goes,
"fallen away" years before. But heck, we hadn't fallen THAT far. We weren't Zoroastrians. We
weren't Swedenborgians. We're Lutherans.

Mom's family, on the other hand, was old school and never quite understood why we did the
falling away thing. Mom was living with us for three years before she died, came to church with
us most Sundays and was beloved by the congregation. But then she would come home, make
a cup of tea and flip on the mass on television to cover her bases, just in case God was really
leaning the Catholic way. She paid absolutely no attention to the TV while mass was on, yet still
believed that this religious equivalent of a chaser was required, in addition to the Lutheran
worship she had just finished.

RELATED: My Funeral Dress

Anyway, in September of 2006, Joanie breathed her last breath and it was time to plan her
memorial. Now, I have to tell you this about Lutherans: they're pretty flexible when it comes to
things like funerals. We were given free rein to choose the music, scripture readings, prayers—
basically, whatever we wanted.

Joanie's Big Fat Lutheran Funeral, therefore, would include her grandson Evan playing her
favorite song on the piano, which happened to be Rodgers and Hart's poignant but really
unspiritual "My Funny Valentine," and remarks by her 13-year-old granddaughter Julie. We even
made a video with pictures from her entire life, which we played during the service.

My New York uncles were informed of our plan and decided that this was not funeral enough to
get Mom passage through the pearly gates. Like their sister Joanie and her TV masses, this was
to be a Lutheran funeral with a Catholic chaser, just in case.

RELATED: 30 Cannoli and a Funeral

We decided on an evening service at Christ's Lutheran Church. Amazingly, no divine lightning
struck the church when a Broadway show tune replaced "Amazing Grace." Julie got through her
tribute to her Nana. The church was filled with friends who had come to love my mom over the
years. The only thing that would have made the night perfect was a toast, preferably with Old-
Fashioneds, Joanie's cocktail of choice. We had to make do with super sweet communion wine.

But mom's casket still had many miles and another complete funeral service to go before her
final rest. Early the next morning, the hearse began its 100-mile trip from Philadelphia up to Gate
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of Heaven Cemetery in Valhalla, N.Y. The driver was a real speed demon, so we were scrambling
to keep up with Mom's remains as we raced up the New Jersey Turnpike, dodging traffic all the
way.

At last, we reached the marble chapel. Joanie was unloaded and we followed her inside. There
we met Father Whatshisname, who would conduct Funeral Two. Not only had the priest no idea
who the deceased was, he kept calling her by the wrong name—her real first name, Marie, which
had been abandoned by the time she was 4. She was, always and forever and to everyone,
Joan.

RELATED: Love and Death

There were a couple of readings, a couple of prayers for "Marie" and a boilerplate sermon that
could have worked as well for just about anyone else. Then, communion time! Now, Catholics
have a difference with Lutherans in their understanding of communion. Catholics believe that the
bread and wine actually become the body and blood of Christ. We Lutherans say, yes, true, but
it's still bread and wine too, whatever other holy transformation happens. Get it? Neither do I, not
really.

But apparently, it's a real sticking point. The priest stood before Mom's grieving Lutheran family
and said, and I quote, "All practicing Catholics in a state of grace may come forward to receive
communion." Uh oh. We weren't practicing and who knows about the grace, but damn it, it was
our Mom! So, up we went, sinful and out of practice, to chew those tasteless cardboard wafers.
Our uncles gave us a funny look as we marched up the aisle. But we didn't care!

Mom was buried that afternoon, right there at Gate of Heaven, in a family crypt that included her
parents and brother Don. So, I guess her body is where it should be, even though it's too far to
visit often, and after all, Mom isn't really there. I believe Joanie is in heaven, still loving her 1940s
show tunes, still drinking her nightly Old-Fashioneds. Catholic? Lutheran? Whoever's right in the
end, with two funerals under her belt, my Mom's got it covered.
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